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Gecko Care Sheet (Leopard and Fat-tail)
· Place of Origin: Leopard-India, Pakistan and Afghanistan.  Fat-tail-Western Africa

· Natural Habitat: The climate ranges between dry and rainy seasons- dry forests, savannahs and grassland, and rocky deserts and mountain slopes. 

· Adult length: 5-8 inches.

· Average life span: Can live up to 20 years.

· Diet: Insectivores- crickets, mealworms, grasshoppers, wax worms, silk worms, roaches, snails, flies, and pinkie mice.  Feed daily.  Provide a shallow dish of clean water for humidity and spray mist cage daily with water (geckos will drink droplets of water on vegetation). 

· Supplements: Prey insects should be gut-loaded and dusted with a calcium supplement.

· Enclosure: Optimal air temperature during day is 75 to 85 degrees Fahrenheit, with a basking area of 90 to 95.  Evening temperatures can get down to 80.  Recommended substrates are Astroturf, butcher paper, unprinted newspaper, and paper products.  Do not use shavings, sand, corncob or food pellets due to the dangers if ingested and respiratory problems due to dust.   Humidity should be between 20-30 %.

· Lighting: Unfiltered UVB full-spectrum lighting is required for Vitamin D3 synthesis necessary for calcium absorption.  Lighting cycle should be 12 hours on and 12 hours off.

· Reproduction: Geckos lay 2-3 eggs with a gestation period of around 21 days and incubation of around 45 days.

· Veterinary recommendations: Annual examination/consultation with the owner regarding proper care, along with a fecal examination for internal parasites.  Any new reptile should be seen by a veterinarian experienced with reptiles.
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